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Ulh FOR 1 NlTiONiL NOMINITING COiWEM'iON 



We Uie undersigned, do hereby invite a National 
Convention, to be held at Macedon Lock, Wayne 
coiuily, N. Y., on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, June Slh, 9lh and lOll), 1847, for the purpose of 
Eiominatino^ candidates fof the Presidency and Vice 
Presidency of the United Spates, upon the basis of 
the following Declaration, and also for the purpose 
of taking measures to disseminate our principles, 
and carry our nominations into effect. 

DECLARATION. 

1. The true foundation of civil government is the 
equal, natural and inalienable rights of all men, and 
the moral obligation resting on the entire communi- 
ty to secure tlie free exercise of these rights, in- 
'.luding life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness to 
each indivitiual, in his person and his property, and 
in llieir manai^ement. 

2. The rightful authority, therefore, of ci^il gpv- 
FfiuneiW, under God, is vested not in a select tew, 
bill in the mass of the people, who are held respon- 
^ib!e to the Supreme Judge and Providential Gover- 
nor of all men, for the just administration of the 
same. 

The resident and permanent su!)jects of a govern- 
(iiient, being of mature-afjof and unconvicted of 
'•finie, being thus responsible, are equally entitled 
to share in all the activities atid offices of the gov- 
eninient, and in the protection ol iis equal laws, ir- 
ic'siiective of property, birtti, riAtivity, avocation, 
color or condition. 

j 3. The sole and indispensable bnsinessof civil gov- 
' triinmnt is to secure and preser%"e tlie natural and 
«inal rights of all men unimpaired ; to [)revenl and to 
r«ihess violatic»i»s of original rights; and the benctils 
'Jf ijovernmciil are not purchasud by ihe giving up 
(^1 iiiiy of our natural rights for the protection of the 
lest. 

4. No civil government can either authorize or 
pfiimit one intiividual or class of men to infringe the 
'istural and equal rights of another individiial or 
ci^ss of men, nor may the government itself, ujider 
i*"y pretext, infringe any natural right. 

•5. All nionopolies, class legislations, and exclu- 
sive privileoes, are unequal, unjust, morally wrong, 
''11(1 subversive of the ends of civil government. 

6. The primar" and essential rights of hunianity 
sre. the rigiit in occupy a portion of the earth's sur- 
■'«cp, with it- iree almo?i>here, the riglit of se!f-own- 
'^'■siiip, ih»- right to possess and to wield ai discre- 
''|in the powers conferred by the Creator, fortheori- 
feinal ends of their bestowment, in the well-being of 



the possessor, in any manner not inconsistent with 
the exercise of the same rio;hts in others. 

7. The right of each individual to occupy a por- 
tion of the earth's surface implies the right and the 
duty of the community, through the action of gov- 
ernment, to restrict within proper bounds, the accu- 
mulation of landed property by individuals, to the 
exclusion of others, "till they are iei't alone in the 
midst of the earth." 

8. The right of self-ownership, inherent in ail 
men, can never be alien?led by the government or 
by individuals, and consequently the custom of chat- 
tel enslavement can never be made leyfal. 

9. Tim right of self-ownership includes, of neces- 
sity, the right of each individual to the direction, 
and to the products of his skill and industryj and 
the disposal of tiiose products by barter or sale, in 
any portion of ihe earth where a purchaser can be 
found. These original and natural rights civil gov'.- 

i ernment may neither inlrinpje nor impair; and all 
■ commercial restrictions therefore (except the wise 
and needful prohibition of immoral and criminal trai- 
fic which no man has a natural right to engage in) 
are unjust and oppressive. 

10. A tariff for the protection of one particuJar 
branch of industry, so far as it reaches its end, is an 
unjust lax upon one portion of the community, for 
the benefit of another; it is likewise an absurd and 
mischievous interference with the naturf.i laws of 
supply and demand, it encour/jges, by artificial 
and precarious stiirmlus, the disproj'ortionate produc- 
tion of one particular article beyond the natural de- 
mand, tvhich it cannot increase. Its details, resting 
on no natural basis, and sul ject to constant dis- 
turbance fiom rival interests, can never be perma- 
nently adjusted; thus adding the fluctuations of tem- 
porary policy to 11 the other uncertainties of trade, 
inciting to the specidations of gambling adventure, 
and throwing obstacles in the way of judicious cal- 
culations, laudable enterprise, legitimate commerce 
and the prudent investment of capital. 

11. A tariff for revenue is unjust between the citi- 
zens, apportioning the expenses of government, not 
arcoiding to pecuniary means, but according to 
physical wants and necessities; relieving the rich of 
their just contributions, and throwing an unequal 
burthen on the poor. 

It is also unjust as between the free and slave 
States, throwing upon the former a dis])roportionate 
share of the national expenses, to the comparative 
exemption of the latter. ' i 

The collection of the revenue by direct taxation * 
would not only correct these inequalities, but ^lexi- • 



ly reduce the national expenditures, now lavished for 
the support of slavery. 

It would virtually disband the army and navy; 
those iniplenienls oT tin; sl.ive pow er nnd of wicked 



the business of transporting loiiers, newspapers, or 
any other freiglit, either by sea or land. 
* IS. While the <;-ovei nnienl may not j)vescril)e the 
Irclij^ioiis faith and worship of the citizen, and the 



and bloody wars. It would reduce the needless pe- jConstitution should contain no religious tests, either 
cuniary paMonage of the federal government, with 



of citizenship or of office, yet it is wicked, ahsuid 
and unsafe for the citizens in tiieir exercise of the 
right of suffrafje, to commit their liberties for safe- 
keo])ing into the hands of unprincipled, licentious, 
dishonest and unjust men, who fear not God nor re- 
gard man, — nor into the hands of those who are 
TJie. tariff as it is,'' both for protection |f themselves enslaved by spiritual or ecclesiaslical 



which ti>e slave power corrupts the nation, and upon 
which it fattens and riots. It would oblige tiie slave 
Sial.s to emancipate the slaves, thus converting their 
taxable human cliattels into tree laborers and tax- 
pavers. 
12. 



and revenue, we conceive lo be the grand fortress,! despotism, or who lend their support to the religious 



(so far as the action of the Federal government is^ 
concerned) of the Slave Powkk, By its " pro- 
tective" feature it bribes the noi thern manufactuiing 
capitalist lo support its Mexican wars, the expenses 
of which are defrayed by the " revenue" feature of 
the same tariff; and we know of no better way lo 
wage a polliical warlare with the monsiet-, than by 
storming liirn in his own chosen citadel. 

Tlie abolition of the Custom House (which for its 
oppressions, its manifold corruptions and its impo- 
.sitions ought to have been abolished loiig ago, on its 
oion account) we are confident would abolish slave- 
ry, atul that without any violation of the Constitu- 
tion, even by the consti'uction of any class of ex- 
pounders. IVIty should it n(A he duna'! 

13. At ali events, the Federal Government is au- 
thorized and bound lo carry out tiie grand and de- 
clared objects of the Federal Constitution, to "es- 
tablish justice and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity." In other words, It is 
authorized and bound to abolisli injustice and re- 
press des})otlsrn and slavery. 

Slavery in the United Stales is illegal, unconslitu- 
lional atiil anti-republican. The Federal. Judiciary 
is bound thus to decide, in the case of any slave 
claiming his freedom. It is the business of the- Fe- 
deral Government, (and consequently of the voter,) 
lo provide such a Judiciary. And Congress is bound 
to " guarardec to every Slate in this union a repub- 
lican" form of government," which is iticompatible 
wilii the toleration of slavery. 

14. Tiie main blisiness of civil govenvnent^ is 
to be perforn»ed by the Judlci*iry; and a reformation 
of that deparinient, both in the State and Nation, is 
imperiously demanded. 

The oath of the judge and juror io decide each 
case according to law and evidence is (and should 
be legislatively defined lobe) an oath to "do jus- 
tice and execute juiigmenl" upon the maxims of 
common law. that " llie reasonableness of law is the 
soul of law," -that no human laws have any validi- 
ty if contrary to this," and that all enactments "con- 
trary lo reason arc void." And judicial proceed- 
ing's' and the expenses attending thvm should be such 
as'to make the laws available Ibr the poor as well as 
for the rich. 

15. Liabililies for debt ought not to deprive fami- 
lies of suitable habiiations, with the furniture neces- 

■■■ sary for their comfort—a homestead secured by an 
exemption law. 

16. The public lands should be distributed in 
small parcels to landless men, ibr the aiere cost of 
dislribulion. 

17. Tho i>-ovcrnmcnt has no right to monopolize 



bodies that are the apologists or supporters of des- 
potism, especially in the extreme degiee of chattel 
enslavement. 

19. Secret societies for the exclusive benefit or 
their niend)ers, especially in a free country, and 
bound together by extra-judicial oaths, have the ap' 
pearance of combinations and conspiracies of a pnrt 
of the {ie(;[)ie against the whole; are liable to gre<\t 
abuses, and especially to the monopoly of pecuniary 
advantages and political power — are of suspicious 
morality and deitioralizing tendency, and ought, 
therefore lo be discountenanced at the ballot-box, 
by a people commendably jealous of their liberties. 

HISASONS FOR ACTION. 

"We conceive that civil government has no mora! 
right lo compromise or postpone the discharge of 
any one class of its duties for the sake of attendins,'' 
lo another class; that il is inadnussible in murais 
and suicidal in policy lo attempt the redress of any 
moral and polilicai wrongs while tacitly consenting' 
to any other moral and polilica! Avrongs. And we liolii 
that individual voters and political associations (>!' 
citizens have no moral right to pr()pose any oiijcct 
or objects phort of Ihe entire discharge of all the 
duties of civil government, namely, the ju'oteclion 
of the equal rights of (di men. 

To organize or lo sustain a political parly that is 
not a party of the whole, is io organize and sustain a 
faction, uh.ich is morally and pnlitically wron|^, 
However just and important rnay be the of)ject or 
objects of a poiiticai association, if, in its exclusive 
attention to these, it alfects neutrality in respect to 
the discliaige of other duties devolving on civil gov- 
ernment, and will no't entertain the consideration ol' 
them, it forfeits the confidence of good ciiizens. 
Nearly all the political injustice in the world has its 
origin in the error of attempting to jH'otect the right? 
of one class, and refusing to protect the right of (dl 
men. 

The same principles of natural justice and equity 
that demand the proleclion of llie rights of one t'/flss 
of pei'sons demand the protection of the rights ol 
all classes. 

Civil government is a science, being founded on 
fixed natural laws, self-evident and well ascerlaine'l- 
The administration of government must be scientific 
— must steadily conform to the fundamental ])rinci- 
p!es or laws of civil government, in order to secum 
harmonious and beneficial action. To manage one 
wheel of Ihe machine in accordance with the ktiowu 
laws of nature that regulate its motion, and yet re- 
fuse to manage other parts of the same machine in 
obedience to the same laws, is the height of absurt'. 
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)!.y and folly, and can only resuK. in disappointmcntj 
defeat and disaster, as the political hisiory of the 
world shows. 

Tliiil the Liberty party as a national party was 
oiii,'iii:diy ort^iMiizcd on this basis, the explicit de- 
clttralion of the Convcnlion by wliich it was organ- 
izod, at Albany, Ai)ril 1, iS40, prove. Tliey are as 
ioliows: 

"Resolved, That while we consider the abolt- 
Tiox OF SLAVERY iis j)araiiiount to all otlier 
(jiieislions of national politics, and have nominated 
yiid expect to nominate and to klkct, with a 
(.pcciid view to this vital ^lueslion, ivo. ti'j no vicans 
bm. sight of riii'nerous other qaeslvms, in which all 
who are to be affected directly or indirectly by onr 
jrovernni'Hit are deeply itilerested, and we consider 

thlt OUH FUXDAiUKNTAL PHriVClPLK, to Wf!, 

tlirtt ALh MHiV wiihin its jurisdiction are, as mkn, 
eiiiided to an loquAL- I'AHTicri'ATiON in the be- 
iit'iits of t)nr <i;overnmentj does decide all these qws- 
iions in favor of the o'cneral i^ood, by deciding iheiH 
ill la vor of the voidest and lai-gest l,i3JRRty that 
Ciiii lloiirish under .tust i/aws. 

" Resolved, TIral as Abolitionists it is our duty, 
nnd as American cili7:ens it isthe duty of all, instead 
of supporting' a Hrs!, second, or third paVly, to rise 
ABOVB ALL PAiiTY, and Unite as patriots, phi- 
i;i!iliu'opists and (JhrisliiUis, to put down the slavocra- 
cy of all pm-jos, and put up the putnciples of 
the Di'claralion of independence, at the ballot-box, 
and every v/here else, by every lawful, constitution- 
al, niorai and religious intluence.'' 

In another resolution the Convention character- 
ized slavery as — 

"Generating- the prevalence of selfishness over 
public spirit, and therefore utterly inconsistent with 
the exalted purposes of free <^'overnment." 

And in a resolufi(>n announcing- ihe names of their 
candidates for President and Vice President, they 
speak of them as — 

''Firmly devoted to the princi()les of human 
niGHTS, and capable of applying- them discreetly 
ane eificaciously for the a dolttton of slavery 
unci for the promotion ol' all otiu otjier pub- 
Lrc interests, as far as the otlices to which we 
would call thesT) co!5slitutionally permit," &c. 

SI?CONI> NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

The second National Liberty Convention, held in 
the city of New York, May 12 and L3, 1S41, dis- 
cussed and adopted an elaborate Address, wi)ich 
eccupied nearly nine long- newspaper colunuis, of 
which two full colunins were devoted to the subject 
<f political econ(!my. And if all the details o!' its 
iiiture policy, as a political party, were not fully 
inaturcd, the necessity of doinj? so at, some fulur'e 
'iiue was distinctly recoi>-nizod, the principles 
I'y which that policy should be moulded were devel-j 
oped will) !nnch prominence, and not a few preji^- ' 
!i nit indications and specimens oi' t!ie application of 
those principles were, even then, at that early tiay, i 
wilh precision laid down. A brief abstract from ' 
this document must suOice us here. 

In reply to the then rising- inquiry, what course the 
biherty patty would be likely topursue in resjiect to 
I lie other great interests "commonly supposed to 



have no manner of connection with the principles of 
human rights, as involved in the slave question," the 
Convention suggested, in the tirst place, that the full 
adjustment might be " left open for future consider- 
ation" and decided by the party '=in the light of its 
ever increasing wisdom, under the guidance of a 
wise course of experimental endeavors." They an- 
swered (and very truly) in the second place, that 
" Ihe great pecuniary, financial and money interests 
of the country" were more deeply affected by slave- 
ry than by any af the other causes in debate between 
the old parlies. They answered, in the third place^ 
that the overthrow of the slave power wou-Id remove 
the chief obstacle in trie Avay of a harmonious and 
permanent adjustment of the controverted questions, 
and put an end to tiiose never-ending changes and 
fluctuations, so cajiriciously, yet systematically in- 
flicted upon us by th-at power. They answered in 
the fourth place, that many questions now earnestly 
contested would lose all their significancy and could 
never again be revived, if a system of free labor 
should prevail over the whole country. They an- 
swered, in the fifth place, that " the great doc- 
trine OF HUMAN RIGHTS, as iuvolved in the 
question of aboliiion, in other words, the fundamen- 
tal principles of human equality, justice, 
MERCY, HUMANiftjY, rcgsrci for hunuin nature 
as such, irrespeciive of faciitions and artificial dis- 
tinctions, and in opposilion to arbitrary and aristo- 
cratic claihis, THESE (Ihe very elements and life- 
blood of abolilioiusm,) comprise not only the best 

but the ONLY SURE .STANDARD AND TEST, by 

which all the ap[)arciit!y suboi-dinale and doubtful 
questions of legislation and of political economy 
should be decided." 

And under this head they added — 

" It is only in the light of these great rniNCr- 
PLES (which no administi-alion but an anti-slavery 
one will ever embrace or thoroughly understand,) 
that any clue can be found to those perplexing pro- 
blenis about which narrow-minded and mere selfish 
politicians so constanlly v. rangle, without ever set- - 
tling them at all, or placing them upon any perma- 
nent or sure basis. The great end of human gov- 
ernment is the protection of the rights of 
men, the preservation of ll,e public [»eace and safety: 
and where this end is duly regai-ded, the advance- 
ment of the public prosperity cannot but he secured 
on the most equitable and sljible basis. Wilhout un- 
dertaking, therefore, to foretell precisely every public 
measure of ()olitical economy which a thoroughly 
abolitionizcd national administration would find, it 
proper to adopt, we mii^- venture to sjiecify a few 
things which it would not do." * * * 

" it wouid riot long remain silent or inactive, in 
its diplomatic relations, in respect to the iniquitous 
Corn Laws of Great Britain, by which the poor in 
one nation are made the victims of the lordly rapa- 
city of those who should protect them, and by which 
the free agricullurists of another and a kindred na- 
tion are debarred from using jhe natural market for 
their products." 

* * * ■ * :Jt ^ 

" It would not solicitotisly seek, as an object of 
great public concernmen! and ulilily, either by the 
aid of a Sub-Treasut-y, a National Bank, or any other 
instrumentality or institution, devised for the pur- 



, pose, an artificial and forced ' equalization of ex- 
chanj^es' between the free laboriiiff North, and the 
sjjcndthriff, dependent, and poverty-stricken South, 
whereby the latter mt- y be lelieved from the disad- 
vantag-es of their condition, by the manifdsl and 
gross robbery of the former." 

" It would not shape its measures in conformily 
with the corrupt principle lhat wealth is the chief 
object of legishition, thai its possession is the proof 
of merit, that its acquisition is the great end of na- 
tional policy, to the promotion of wluch ihe social, 
intellectual and moral interests of man may be inno- 
cciitly sacrificed." 

" It would not plunge the country into needless, 
wicked, ruinous, and disgraceful wars, especially 
with the red men of the forest, on our frontier:]. 
Least of all would it do this for the inglorious pur- 
pose of sending the hardy yeomanry ol' the North, 
At their own expense, and at the bidding of the 
Rlavcholder, on the bloodhound errand of scenting 
the track of fugitive slaves across the everglades 
of Florida, and kidnapping men, women and chil- 
dren, for victims on the aliar of slavery." 

" In the expenditures of the government it would 
not burden the people with unnecessary appropria- 
tions, either for extravagant salaries, or for the 
iTiatntenance of magnificence^ and idle and anti-re- 
publican splendor and show." 

It would not violate the public morallly, or in- 
vade human rights, on any pleas of Slate necessity, 
liowever plausibly and importunately they n)ightbe 
urged. It would not lavor or tolerate unjust or an- 
li- republican aioivopoLiES of any kind, to make 
tlw rich richer and the poor poorer, in any depart- 
ment of political action." 

" In (he activities of state, county, township, vil- 
lage and city politics, the friends of impartial, liber- 
ty and inalienable human rights, if true to their (rust, 
will not fail to array themselves against those dis- 
graceful and wicked arrangements (hrough which 
vice is licenced by law, the morals of the people 
undermined by their ])rofessed and constitutional 
guardians, and crime and pauperism created under 
nulhorily of (he Slate, for the emolument of gam- 
blers, venders of strong drink, and other panders of 
vice." 

Other portions of the same Address insisted that 
" the V3ry object for which civil government was 
instituted an)ong men" was " the defence of the poor 
and needy." And il carefully guarded against the 
idea that this defence was to be extended exclusive- 
ly to thos(! actually, enslaved. It insisted that "whe- 
iher power was to be exorcised on ii broad or on a 
narrow scale," a " legard for human rights" was the 
grand, the indispensable qualification for office — that 

*' the UNFOUTUNATK AXD Til 10 POOR IN OUR 

MIDST," (here, at the North,) "ought not to be 
put into (he hands of those who look with contempt 
upon the slave," nor our sons placed un<ler the direc- 
tion of "path masters who had not learned the im- 
portant distinction between a laboring man and a 
working beast." " • 

The same Address suggested the propriety of such 
a change in the Constitution of Ihe United Slates, as 
should " place the choice of President and Vice 
President of the United Stales in tlie li^nds of the 
])Cople themselves, without the intervention of aCol- 
legre of Electors." 



The Convention further said— 

*'In demanding the redress of the slave's wrongs, 
in the first place, as the great paramount object of 
our political endeavors, we do not forget lliat {hero 
are other wrongs to be redressed. But we select as 
most important, Ihe case most palpable, and immea- 
surably tl)e most grievous and pressing— llie case of 
! the uncomplaining and the dumb, who cannot plead 
for themselves — ihe case of others, as well as 
oun OWN. In this way only can those who seek 
other and minor political relbrmations, evince either 
the sincerity, the injparlialily,. or the consistency of 
their demands. 

" With this expose of their views, the Convention 
indulge the hope that, in the minds of reflecting and 
good men, they will not be thought tohvive lost sight 
of the %'arious interests and objects to which the at- 
tention of the patriot and the statesman should be 
directed in the activities of political life. If charg- 
ed with being men of onk iuea in respect to pub- 
lic affairs, they ask liiat the comprehensiveness, and 
scope, and magnitude" of lhat one idea may be well 
guaged, weighed, appreciated, and understood. It 
is the idea (hat righteousness exalleth a nation, while 
sin is the reproach of any people. It is ihe idea 
that all hunian power is (ierived from the Creator of 
men, and unler.s wielded in conformily with his laws, 
must become a curse instead of a blessiiig to man- 
kind. It is the idea that law is for the preserva- 
tion of- rights. It is the idea that Gon governs 
the worltl — that it is always good policy to do right, 
and bad policy (o do tvron^." 

The sa^ine National CoriVention that issued this 
Address appointed a large committee of citizens of 
the Stale of New York, as a *' deputation to wait on 
the members of the Legislature now in session, and 
urge the passage of the billfi now pending for the re- 
peal of the nine months law, and for amending the 
Constitution in reference lo (he right of suffrage;" 
[so as to extend the right to our colored fellow-citi- 
zens on the same terms as (o the whites.} 

The same Convention passed a vote of thanks to 
Joshua Leavitt for his statistical tables and memorial 
to Congress, " praying the adoption of measures lo 
secure an equitable and adequate market forx\meri- 
can wheat." And "on motion of C. Chamberlain, 
of Indiana, it was 

" Resolved, That duty, patriotisnn, and humanity, 
call upon all Americans (o unite heartily and fully' 
in the effort to remove all oppressive laws, and to 
establish equal rights, and Ihe impartial ad- 
ministration Ofjustice THIIOUGHOUT THE LANP." 

THIRD NATIONAL CON YEN'S ION. 

The third National Liberty Convention, held at 
Buffalo, August 30, I843, adopted the following re- 
solutions: 

• " Resolved, That the Liberty party has net been 
organized (or any temporary purpose by interested 
[joliticians, but has arisen from among the people, 
in consequence of a conviction hourly gaiiung 
ground that no other parly in the country represents 
truly the principles of American liberty and ili« 
true spirit of the Constitution of the United States. 

" Resolved, That the Liberty parly has not been 
originated merely for the overthrow of slavery. 
Its first and most decided effort must indeed be di- 



rccted against slavelioldiiig-, as the grossest and most 
revoltinij form of despotism, but it will also carry 
out the principles of equal rights into all ti)eir prac- 
tical consecjuences and applications, and support ev- 
ery just measure, conducive to social and individual 
freedom. 

" Resolved, That the Liberty party is not a sec- 
tional party, but a National party, has not origina- 
ted in a desire to accomplish a single objoci, but 
in a comprehensive regard to the interests of this 
whole country — is not a new party, or a third party, 
hul is the party of 1776, reviving the principles 
of that memorable era, and striving to carry them 
into practical application."* 

NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION, 1842. 

The New York Slate Liberty Convention held at 
New York IVlills, August 10, 1842, adopted and is- 
sued an Address, containing (he paragraph i'ml fol- 
lows : 

" In the bearing of economy on politics we shall 
he men of principle. One who inviides rights in 
commercial, can hardly defend ihem in his political 
. relations. Whatever goes to exalt one by the de- 
gradation of another we should frown upon. The 
poor, the desponding, the oppressed,, these are our 
brethren, the woild over. Let us spurn the thought 
of rising on their ruin." 

MASSACHUSETTS, 1842. 

An Address to the voters of Massachusetts, Nov. 
8, 1842,. contains the following: 

" Vole for those only who stand disconnected 
from pro-slavery parties, and xvho will fearlessly 
carry out the fundamental principles of equal rights 
in all legislation." 

OHIO STATE CONVENT rONj 1842. 

An Ohio State Liberty Convention, Jan. 4 and 5, 
1842, issued, in its Address, the following: 

*' The creed of our Aithers is our creed. Their 
faith is our faith. In our State legislation we desire 
a repeal of the oppressive laws which degrade the 
black without benefitting the while. We would en- 
courage the colored people in virtue and knowledge 
by suitable legislative provisions. We therefore 
give to the breeze the banner of Constitutional Lib- 
erty. We inscribe on its folds Liberty, Equal 
Rights, Protection to Free Labor, Public Econo- 
my." 

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. 

James G. Birney, in his letter of acceptance 
of the nomination of the Liberty party, as its candi- 
date for 'President of the United States, dated Jan. 
10, 1842, expresses himself thus — 

What is our object ? Liberty. That Liberty 
that is the twin brother of Justice — the Liberty that 
respects and jirofects the rights, not of the weak on- 
ly, or of the strong only, but of the weak and (he 
sirong,/ and simply because they are human 
rights." 

rochester convention— myron holley. 
The earliest incipient measures for local indepen- 



• Another series of resolutions, adopted by the same 
Convention, affirmed the common law principle, that 
enactments contrary to the divi ne JiiW are null and 
Void, &c. 



dent anti-slavery nominations, before any National 
Liberty parly was organized, were strongly marked 
by similar features. The Monroe county (N. Y.) 
Convention (or county nominations, held at Roches- 
ter Sept. 28, 1839, adopted a series of resolutions 
and an Address prepared by Myron Holley, from 
which we extract the following: 

'* Resolved, That under a solemn conviction of 
the truth of the preceding resolutions, and with no 
other views than to restore and preserve the com- 
mon LIBEUTJES OF THE NATION, including 

the poor as well as the rich, the slave as vvell as the 
free, we now set up the political standard of Equal 
Rights in our country, and commence our most ear- 
nest exertioiis (o rally the nation under it, devoiitly 
imploring the God of P^-eedom, our fixfhers' God, 
and our God, to give us and our fellow-cilizons wis- 
dom and power to sustain it, till its broad folds shall 
overspread and shelter every hua)an being wilhin 
our borders." 

In Iheir Address the Convention said — 

Let a parly of disinterested, intelligent, virtuous 
men be formed, taking the true ground of Universal 
Freedom, Univei'sid Jui'tice and Equal Rights, and 
it will soon attract all the strong powers of (he hu- 
man spirit to work in its behalf. It v;ill compel 
good men to shake off their old parly ties for the 

sake of joining it." 

* ' * * * # •* 

" Let us Ihen form a new parl}"^ — not for the pur- 
pose of defeating any proper object of either of the 
existing parties, but for utnting with all thai is most 
valuable in the objects of both, the incomparably 
greater object of securing, with equal and paternal 
care, the Universal Rights-and interests of all- the 
Stales, and all the pco[)le of our glorious Union. 
Under the standard of such a party all the good may 
flock together, and find their common home." 

PREVIOUS DISCUSSION. 

The discussions which preceded and accompanied 
the orgunizniion of the Liberty party, were deeply 
imbued with the same spirit. Among the earliest 
paragraphs ever published, looking in the direction 
of a distinct political organization of abolitionists, 
was the following from the pen of the lamented 
Charles Follen: 

*' It becomes those who ha>ve not lost all sense of 
the dignity of human nature, (o declare that they 
consider the Personal Rights of Man as the founda- 
tion of every other; and that fhey cannot recognize 
any property which is inconsistent with that which 
every human being holds in his own soul and body. 
If there is ever to be in (his country a Party that 
shall lake its character and name, not from particu- 
lar liberal measures, or popular men, but from its 
uncompromising and consistent adherence to free- 
dom, a truly libera! and thoroughly republican par- 
ly, it must direct its first decided effort against the 
grossest form, the most complete manifestation of 
oppression, and having taken anli-tilavery ground, it 
must carry out the principles of liberty in all {heir 
consequences. It nmst support every measure con- 
ducive to the greatest possible individual and social^ 
moriil, intellectual, religious and civil freedom^ whe- 
ther that measure be brought forward by inconsistent 
.slaveholders or consistent freemen. It must embrace 



the whole sphere of human nclion, watching and op- 
posing the slijfhtest illiberal, anti-republican tenden- 
cy, and concentniting; its whole force and inlluence 
agiiinsi slavery itself, in comparison willi which ev- 
ery oilier species ol tyranny is tolerable, by which 
evciy other is strengthened and justified." 

It is but just, in this connect ion, to present a para- 
graph of perhaps a still earlier dad-, from the pen 
of \ViM,iAM Lloyd Gahuisojv: 

" We do indeed need a Ciiuistian parly in po- 
ntics — not niiido up of this or that seel or denoiiiitia- 
lion, but of all who fear God and keep his command- 
ments, antl who sincerely desire to seek judijment 
and relieve the ojipressed. I know it is the belief of 
many professedly i^ood men thai they ou^ht not to 
meddle with politics, bul (hey are clierishing a de- 
lusion, which, if it do not prove fatal to Iheir own 
souls, moy prove the des' ruction of their country." 
—Liberator, Dec. 20, 1834. 

By the side of these earlinst hints concerning the 
or|j[ani/a!ion of a true Liberty party, we may add 
whiit may be res^arded as the summing iipoi' the ar- 
gument, about the liitie the measure was adopted : 

" If we are to have organized political action, let 
us, ill the first place, see well to il, that our associa- 
tion does not set up lor its object any thing short of 
the E^•T1KK objfcl for which civil, government was ! 
instituted, viz: to 'execute judgment between a 
man and his neighbor.' If al)oliti'»nists should make 
their own rights — or the rights of the slaves, even, 
their kxci^usivh object, tlieir hobby, to the neglect 
of «)ther men's rights, and in forgelfulncss of other 
great moral oLjocls properly belonging to the de- 
partment of civil government, they wcudd lose their 
liold on t!ie public confidence, they would belittle 
Iheir enterprise, they would dwindle down to the 
stature of olher political partizans, struggling, each 
Ibr their own obji^cts — right, perhaps, in themselves 
— but too narrow for the great work for which God 
and humanity will hold all men accountable who 
undertake to wield the powers of civil government." 
— Friend of Man, March 11, 1840. 

Thk Call of the first National Liberty Conven- 
tion at Albany, was issued by order of the N. Y. S. 
Anti-Slavery Convention, held at Arcade, Genesee 
county, 2Sih and 29lh of January, 1840. This call 
was signed by R. Sleeper, of Mount Morris, Living- 
.ston county, and contained the following: 

" Those who wish to provide equal civil security 
for the rights of all jjien, arc earnestly invited to 
attend." 

nESPONSE TO THE FIRST NOMIN ATIONS. 

The Central Corresponding Committee appointed 
)y the National Anti-Slavery Nominating (>onven- 
ion at Albany, April 1,1840, soon after issued a 
call for a meelinij of the friends of the nomination, 
which was accordingly held in Columbian Hall, in 
Grand street, city of Now York, May 13th, and by 
adjournment to the corner of Catherine and Ma.'lison 
streets, May 14th. At this Convcnti«>n, Bhn.i amiiv 
Suaw, of Vermont, presided. George R. i3arker, 
of N. Y., Joshua Leaviti, of New Jer.sey, and C. T. 
Torrey, of Mass., were Secretaries. On the roll of 
members in attendance from ten Slates, were the 
names following, among others, viz: Ichabod Cod- 



ding, C. L. Knapp, Josiah Haydon, Roger Leavitf, 
David Plumb, Samuel Wells, John Mosher, E. W. 
Goodwin, David Cushman, VVni. Tracy, J. VV. Hill, 
Wyllys Ames, Samuel D. Hastings, Itoberl Hanna. 

The Ibllowing resolutions were unanimously adop- 
ted: 

Resolved, That the application of the principles of 
our enterprise TO kvkuy ia'tkjrest of sociE" 
TV is called for by the condition of our country, 
and the demands of justice and liu.manity. 

" Resolved, That while we regard the question of 
SLA VEKY as the greatest political qutslion now ex- 
tensively agitated before the country, and are deter- 
mined not to sacrifice nor defer the cause of free- 
dom to any olher political measure, we will, never- 
theless, sustain as important and essential principles 
the equal political and civil rights of all men, 
and will oppose the principle and the practice of 
parlial and exclusive privileges, whether in n-d'or- 
ence to business, suffrage, or eligibility to public 
stations, recngr.izing no legalized prerogatives on 
account of birth, wealth, learning or complexion," 

The Emanci|)ator of May 22d, 1840, in publish- 
ing the preceding resolutions, and announcing the 
candidates, says: 

"Messrs. Birney and Earle having consented lo 
place their names at the disposal of the friends of 
HUMAX RIGHTS AND EQUAL LAWS, fbr the en- 
suing Presidential canvass, we hope all anti-slavery 
papers will [ilace the Liberty ticket in a conspicuous 
part of their columns." 

U appears from these records that the Liberty 
parly is already pledged by the acts of all its suc- 
cessive National Conventions to the main principles 
of the Declaration we have now made — (hat it stands 
pledged to abide by these principles and to carry 
them out into consistent action — (hat, especially, it 
has repudiated the idea that the party is to confine 
its efforts to the one object of abolishing chattel 
slavery." 

Whenever any comprehensive and broad princi- 
ples are thus publicly announced as the basis of any 
organized body of men, the very announcement, in- 
deed, if it have any meaning, amounts to a promise 
to apply those principles, every where within the le- 
gitimate sphere of their application. A failure to do 
so as occasions arise, is a virtual abandonment of 
the original basis of the association. It is equally 
so to refuse entertaining respectfully the inquiry, 
whenever distinctly raised, whether the fundamen- 
tal principles thus expressed do not require a speci- 
fic and particular course of action, designated by 
the inquirers. 

We regret to say that the course of a great ma- 
jority of Liberty editors does not, in our view, ap- 
pear to have been shaped in the light of these con- 
siderations. Until the question oi' free trade began 
to be distinctly agitated by some in the Liberty par- 
ty, and until it began to be perceived and admitted 
thai free trade was, "in the abstract," in accord- 
ance with the fundamental principles that lie at the 
basis of the anti-slavery enterprise, we have no re- 
collection that any prominent man in the Liberty 
party denied that the party was designed to cov- 
er the entire field of political rosponsibilily, or 
assumed that it was not, in the progress of its devel- 
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opment, to lake ground oii oilier queslions beside 
lliat of challel cnsLivement. But since the question 
of free Lrade lias been brought forward, it has been 
strenuously insisted, in flat contradiction to the 
(lirice repealed declarations of the party in National 
Conventions, (to say notliing- of local and State Con- 
ventions) ihut nothing except the abolition of chat- 
tel slavery is to engage its attention. The discus- 
sion of free trade and other kindred topics, and es- 
pecially the duly of the Liberty party to define its 
position in respect to them, has been shut out of Lib- 
erty Conventions and Liberty papers, with few and 
solitary exceptions. We complain -that the question 
has not been met, in the manly and fraternaLjpian- 
ner that it should have been, a circumstance that 
places us in a disadvantageous position, and obliges 
us lo lake a course that we think would have been 
otherwise unnecessary. Could access have been liad 
to llie great mass of the Liberty party in this dis- 
cussion, we have reason to think, from the little ex- 
perience we have been permitted to enjoy, that our 
objects could have been otherwise readied than by 
tiie call of the proposed Convention, in the present 
form. 

We have claimed the attention of our brethren in 
the Liberty parly to our views of tree trade, 7iot 
merely on the intrinsic merits of that question alone, 
but because we bold tlie abolition of the Cuslom- 
House lo be llie most safe and effectual mode of 
aholishing slavery — the only one, in fact, except 
that direct action of the Fi'deral Government against 
shivery, under our Constitution consUuetl as an an- 
ti-slavery instrument, which the Liberty party, as a 
whole, seems not in a present position to entertain, 
and wliicl) il would be diflicult to edecl so long as 
tin* Slave Power is supplied with the vast revenui^s 
which the Custom-IIouse lays at its feet. And yet 
the aholilion of the Cusloni-ilouse, as a means oi' 
nholi.shing slavery, it is said, cannot be entertained 
hy the Liheitv party, because it is pledged to con- 
fine itself to Ih-'; "One Idea" of al)olishing chattel 
il.ivery, and lot every thing else alone! And this 
aniounts, practically, in our view, to saying, that 
tlie Liberty party is pledged to the abolition of slave- 
ry, provided it can be <lone without disturbing the 
Ciistom-llouse, and "the taritF as it is;" a result 
which we have no expectation of seeing realized. 
W'i'. have no such provisos in our Liberty creed. 
' If the Liberty party can neither projiose the abo- 

/ lilion of the Custoui-llouse, nor yet the direct action 
of the Federal Government against slavery, we do 
tiot se<? how, as a Liberty party, or by any other 

( process of political action, we can efftjct the aboli- 
tion of slavery under the present Constitution. 

If the Federal Constitution cannot, in some way, 
he wielded for the abolition of slavery, then it can- 
not " secure the blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity." It cannot eflect its avowed ob- 
ject. In that case, the Liberty party ought to de- 
mand either a new or amended Constitution, and, if 
tills cannot be etTected, a peaceable dissolution of 
the Union. Of this last alternative we have no 
lea rs. 

But if slavery be illegal and unconstitutional — if 
the Federal Constitution authorizes and demands its 
abolition, then the determination of the Liberty par- 
ly to wield Ihe constitutional powers of the Federal 



Government for (hat object should be openly avow" 
ed. If the South chooses to do so, let her peaceful- 
ly secede, Thi.s we hold to be our true and straight 
Ibrward course. This flag we intend to raise. 

By doing this, and by distinctly c<»mmitting our- 
selves, upon all the great political questions of the 
day, disposing of them all in the light of the idea of 
equal and inalienable rights, we shall vindicate our 
honesty and consistency before the world, as true 
and faithful n^en, and gather around us the wisest 
and best friends of genuine freedom. We shall for 
ever settle the question whether we are to nierge 
ourselves in the Whig or the so-called JDemocralic 
parties, or any other party that is not (what we shall, 
be) THE PAiiTY OF THK WHOLE. Nor shall 
we be pressed with the temptation, ever and anon, 
to step out of our Liberty parly to discharge some of 
the political duties pressing upon us, and for which 
the organic structure of our party is not supposed lo 
provide. Such a party as we propose, (if it may be 
called a party,) will be a stable pajty, by reposing 
for ever on the basis of the same principle, and con- 
stantly progressive, by the continual ap|)!ication of 
those principles to all the new questions which, in 
the cour.se of hinnan events, may arise. The true 
conservatism and the real radicalism may thus he 
harmoniously combined. 

The experience and present position and pros- 
pects of the Liberty party, furmsh instructive com- 
ments upon these observations. It is found imprac- 
ticable, (as it ought to be,) to enlist the great l)ody 
of our citizens in a parly that boasts its exclusive 
attention to only one specific application ol the prin- 
ciples of equity, refusing to consider any o//jer ap- 
plication ol the same principle, however vital the 
question may be, and involving the fate of even the 
fiivorite measure itself. The results of such polilir 
cal action in other lands; the tauiff oppressions 
of the half emancipated and landless {)ea>«antry of Ihe 
British West Indies; the larifT starvation of the land- 
less peasantry of Scotland t;nd Ireland, are beacon- 
warnings, and admonish us ol' ihe folly of cqimling 
unlimited and unconditional adherence to Ihe Tkue 
and the Right, as burthens too heavy for our 
shoulders! 

It is found, too, that the portions of the Liberty 
parlv, most strenuously insisting on this narrow po- 
licy, are neverthcdess the very |)orlion of Ihe party 
most ready, on the slightest grounds, lo run out of 
the parlj', " jnsl for this once," and co-operate with 
the supporters of slavery; a process by means of 
which il has become impossible to cor.nl upon our 
men, in any emergency, or to know who or where 
the members of the Liberty paily are. One day 
they are here — the next there; and persons claim a 
'standing in the parly, whose votes, one half the 
lime, arc beslow<id upon its bitterest revilers. 

That the Liberty party, on such a basis, can be a 
i)ernianent party, no sagacious politician can su[)- 
pose; and hence, in and out of the party, there is an 
ever restless and inquisitive looking forward to lh« 
time when it shall disband! ' In wide sections of tli« 
country, the Liberty party is held by its principal 
leaders to be a mere " balance of power" party, 
standing ready, on any favorable emergency, to 
throw its weight into the scale of " the most favora- 
ble party." Negotiations between prominent Lib- 
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erly men and Whigs have recently been iiifornnally 
had, and the correspondence, in part, is before the 
public. A basis, even less cornj)rehensive (ban that 
of even tlie majority of Liberty editors, has been 
suggested, viz: the simple withdrawal of the sup- 
pos t of the Federal Government from slavery, u|)on 
the false assixmption that a national administration 
eilhor can or ought to be neutral, and not wield \ho 
government eitiier for or against slavery. Co- 
operation with those who vote for slaveholders, (a : 
policy already familiar to tl.>.ose who claim to be so 
exclusively devoted to (he abolition of slavery !) ap- 
pears to be one Icature of the proposition. Indeed, 
it is explicitly said that the members of ihe propos- 
ed and more comprehe nsive anti-slavery league may 
continue to remain in (heir respecdve political par- 
ties. This carries us back to " (he questioning sys- 
tem" in use before ',ve h:-*d any dislinct party — ano- 
ther feature of policy occasionally resorted to, by 
those who boast their exclusive devotion to the 
" one idea" of abolishing slavery. That the Liber- 
ty party could long survive such a policy, it were 
idle to pretend. Anil in fact the design of " supor- 
seding, ultimately the Liberty party" by this pro- 
cess has been recently and openly avowed by prom- 
inent Liberiy men. At the Chicago Convention, in- 
cipient measures were taken for calling a political 
nnii-slavftry convftntion, irrespHotive. oi parties. It 
has been claimed by (he friends of the measure, that 
nil the Liberty editors except one or two wens in 
favor of the measure. On (he committee for calling 
such s c(mven(ion are prominent Whigs, still adher- 
ing (o (he policy of voting for slavfiholders. — The 
hesitancy since manifested in certain qDar(ers, in 
respect to lliis rnt-asure, may, perhaps, hold it in 
check for a time, or hang it up in suspense, tlie vtjry 
Voorst position in which, at (he aj)proach of a Presi- 
d«ntial election, (he party could be placed. Such a 
suspense, or uncertainiy in respect to our own 
course, we are determined to terniina(e. 

That the specific project to which we have allud- 
ed will ever be carried into operation in (hat j)re- 
cise shap«, we do not presume to predict; especially 
if the call toe now issue shall recei ve a cordial res- 
ponse. But we do consider it, in its main aspects, 
an infallil)le indicadon of the fate of (he Liber(y 
party, if it is any longer perniitted to float on, undis- 
turbed, in the current in whicli it has been drilting 
for some time past,. We do say distinctly, and with 
great contidence, that \vithou( a consis(rnt, well de- 
fined and distinctly <!nunci;ited declaration of its po- 
sition on all (he great piac(ical quos(i'ons before 
the country, and in whicli (ho rights of (he citizens, 
the security of our llberticiN-, as well as the lib(.'ra- 
tion of the slaves, are together involved, the Liberty 
I)arty cannot, in the very nature of the case, escape 
absorption in one of (he other political pardes, to 
the shipwreck of ail (he o!)jec(s !br which it was 
originally organized, including, signally, the de- 
feat for the present generation of (he anti-slavery 
enterprise, so far as political action is concerned. 



To our own convictions of truth and duly we are 
bound, as truthful and conscientious men, to adhere. 
We have taken this step, reluctantly, deliberately, 
and not until we could not, and dared not', longer de- 
fer it. We cordially invite the entire Liberty party, 
i and all who perceive the correctness of our position' 
to come with us — to attend (he Convention we have 
invited, and assist in laying the foundation of a 
course of political action which shall secure the 
' rights of all (he inhabitants of this countryj irrespeC" 
live of condition or color. 

WILLIAM GOODELL, Koneoye. 
ABRAM PENNELL, 
GIDEON PITTS, 
WILLIAM D. BABBITT, 
JOHN PENNELL, Jr., 
HIRAM PITTS, 

D. BENTON PITTS, 
LEVI NOBLE, 
DENNIS PENNELL, 
BENONI GREEN, 
ELIAS S. GILBJilRT, Richmond. 
JAMKS C. JACKSON, Peterboro. 
Hi^:RVEY BLACKMER, Livonia. 
BENJAMI^^ ;L. STEDMAN, " 
S. B. FOWLER, 
B. RICHMOND, 
S. E. ADAMS, " 
J. R. DEWSfOE, Lakeville. 
J. B. DEWSTOE, 
S. R. DEWSTOE, 
JOSEPH HAYNES, Geneseo. 
JOHN G. HAYNES, 
JOHN W. TAYLOR, Bristol. 
S. A. CODDING, 

E. LUTHER, 

LEVI B. W^OODARD, Canandaigua. 
A. B. SMITH, Macedon. 
WILLIAM R. SMITH, " 
ABRAM PRYNE, 
DANIEL M. SMITH, Walworth. 
SAMUEL E. PEACOCK, 
HIRAM TIFFANY, 
A. W. TURNER, Ontario. 
J. W. SHERMAN, 
EBENEZER GOULT>, " 
JOHN PHILLIPS, Webster. 
WILLIAM MORGAN, " 
E. S. DATON, Jr., 
JARVIS SHERMAN, Henrietta. 
HIRAM SMITH, 
HENRY QU1MI3Y, Mendon. 
JESSE F. SHEPARD, West Bloomfield. 
WILLIAM F. SHELDON, 
CHARLES C. FOOTE, Stone Church. 
LUTHER C. PIERSONS, 
HIRAM DANIELS, Nunda. 
CHARLES H. RANDALL, " 



Declnrntiou of .Sentiments' of ilio National T/iberty C'ouvcniion 
iicldin Bulfnlo, Anffust 30, l§4:i. 

Preonriblc: Being 2!>$cmblcd in gnnci'itl Convcniioti, as tlie Roprosriitntivcs of tlio Lilini-ty 
Parly iii tlic Uiiil}tl Stiitca, und fcclitig it incumbRiit on ui; to set lortli, ciRiuiy anil fully, tlio 
Ijriiicinlcs which govern us, und the purpose wliioli we »cok to uccoin|ilish — » d this the 
rnlher, bcunusc these principles niid purposes hnve liueii much uiisniiilerbtuud, and either ig- 
norautly or miiliciously, much misrepresented ; bi; it tlicrct'ore, 

1. Resolved, That huHKui b'otherhood is aci»rdinui doctrine of true Dfmocrvc y, as well 
aa of pure Cln isITifhity . whicli s purns ^11 iiiconriiftcnt limitations ; and neither the political 
party whi.h repudiates it, nor ine poiitiCHi sysfem which is not h:i»ed upon il, nor controll- 
ed in Its practical workinga by it, can he truly Democratic o - |iorni inenr. 

2. Resolved, That the Liberty party, placing itsel f upon i he broiid m inciple, will de- 
mand the absolute and unqualified divorce of the (iciTeral liovnriinnuit fi-oni TSTilVer.v , and 
also iho restoration of equality of rights, among men in every St.itu where liie |,u ly cxiats 
or may exist. 

3. Resolved, Tiiat the Liberty Party, has not been orgnnizod for an y toinporjiVnurpose by 
interested politicians, b«* has arisen among the people in consequeiicB ol ii coii^^i-n'oii, iio'ur- 
ly gainini! ground, that no other party in the cuiiniry repre.t.'utii the true priiiciipleM of 
Amoiican Liberty ortlie true spirit of the Constitution of llie IJ;iiled St;itr:.s. 

/* 4. Resolved, Thattho Liberty Party In/ri ni»t boon orgunix td nercbf fo r the overthrow of 
[Slavery. Its first decided effort muyi indeed be di reeled againsi slT\ enulding. us the most 

■ revolting manifestation of despotism : but it will aho carry out the principles of Hqual 
pttjghis into all llieirpractit;al consequ nces and applic:ilions, and support every just mea&~ 
-iure conducive to individual and social freedom. •v 
t't 5. Resolved, That the Liberty Party is not a sectional, but a National party; has noft 

■originated in a desire to accomplish a aiij igle o b ject, but in a comprehensive r«,igard o tlief 
tfgreat interest of the whale country ; it !s noTHrTstSv p^irty, -jr a third party, bnf. is the pai tyl 

■ of 1776, reviving the principles of that mcmortdile era. und striving to carry theiu into/ 
Voraclical application. J 

^(j. Resolved, That it was understood in the times of ;lte Doclaration and *.he ConstitutiVn, 
that the existence of slavery in some nf the 3tate.«, was in derogaiion vf the principles of 
American Liberty, and a deep stain upon the character of the country ; and the iin;dit;d 
faith of tlio States and the Nation, was pledged, that Slavery should nev r extended be- 
yond the then existing limits; but shojld ho grutiually, and yet,at no distant day, wholly 
abolished by State auihority . 

7. Resolved, That the faith of the Stitesnnd the IVation tbiis pledged, was nobly redeem- 
ed by the voluntary abolition of slavery in 'several of the States and- by the adoption of 
the Ordinance of ni^7, for the government of the territory North-West in the river Ohio, 
then the only territory of the United States, and con;<equently the only territory subject 

\ in this respect, 10 the control of Cjugress— by which ordinance slavery was foreverexclu-. 
dcd from the vast regions which now compose the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mich- 
igan, and the Territory of ^ Wisconsin ; and an incapacity lo bear up any other thaii' 
freemen was Imprefia^ed ofc'^'Uio soil itself. 

8. Resolved, That the faith of the States and Niitioit thus pledged, has been shuaiefully 
vio'iuted by the oirisvion, on the patt of many of the StatB.«=, to take any measure whatever 
for the abolition of slavery witliin their resi eclive hntiis; by the continuance of slavery in 
the District of Columbia and in the Territories of I uuisiana ind Florida ; by the legislation 
of Congress ; by the protection nfforded by tiic national leyis alion and negotiation to slave- 
holding in American vessels on the high seas, eniploj-ed in the coastwise slave traffic; and 
by the extension of slavery far beyond its original limits by actsof Coivgicsif, admitting new 
sinvc States into the Union. 

0. That the fundamental tr iths qf the Declaration of Independence, that all men are e:i- 
' dowed by their Creator wilh.certain inalienable riirhls, among which are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness, was miide the fundamental luw of oitr Nntiniiiil Government, by that 
amendment of the constitution which declares that no person sh:iil be deprived of lii'e, lib- . 
erty or property, without due process of law. 

10. Resolved, That we recognize as > ound, the doctrine maiiitnincd by sinv.cholding Ju- 
rists, that slavery is against natural rights, and strictly local, and that its existence and con- 
tinuance rests on no other support than Stale legislation, and not on any authority of Con- 
gress. 

11. Resolved, That the General Government has, under the Constitution, no power to es- 
tablish or conlinus slavery anywhere, and tiie.*^,fore all treaties and acts of Congress estab- 
lishintr, continuing or favoring slavery in the District of Columbia, in the Territtny of Flor- 
ida, or on the high seas, are unconstitutional, and alS attempts to hold men as property 
within the limits of exclusive natural jurisdiction oa^ht to be prohibited by law. 

12. Resolved, That provisions of the Constitution of the United States which confers ex- ^ 
traordinary political powers on the owners of slaves, mui thereby constitutes the 250,000' 
slaveholders, in the slave States, a privilege aristocracy ; and the provisions fur the reclania 
tion of fugitive slaves from serv ice, are anti-repnblican in their character, dangerous to the 
libeiiies of the people, and ought to be abrogated. 

13. Resolved, That the operation of the first of those provisions is seen in the jfi owth of a 
power ill the country, hostile to free institutntiis, to free labor, and to fieedoin Itself, which is 

I appropriately denominated the Si.AVK Power. This power has maintained slavery in the 
I original Sta*es, has secured its continuance in the District and in the Territories, has created 
seven new slave States, has caused disastrous fluctuations in our national policy, foreign and 
domestic, has gradually usurped the control of our home legislation, has wage I unrelenting 
war against the most sacred rights of frcemi-,ii, has violoted atitl set at naught the right of pe 
t itinn, lias dictated the action of political parties, has filled almost all the offices cf the Na- 
tional Government Mith slaveholders, and the abetters of slaveholders, and threuit^ns, if not 
arrested ir. its career, tlie total overthrow of popular I'reedom.. 

1<l. Resolved, That the practical operation of t!ic second of the proviaions is seen in the 
enactment of the act of Cont,tess respecting persons escaped from their masters, which act, 
if the construction given to it by the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of 
Prigg, vs. Pennsylvania, be correct, nullifies tiie habeas corpus acts of all the States, lakes 
away the whole legal security of personal freedom, and ought therefore to be inimcdiatcty 
repealed. 

15. Resolved, That the peculiar patronage and Kupport hitherto extended to slavery, ami 
slaveholdidg, by the General Government, ought to be immediately witlnlrawn, and the ex- 
ample and influence of national authority ought to be arrayed on the side of liberty and f»ca 
labor. 

Resolved, That that party only which adopts in good faith the principles of 
the Declaratian of Independence, and proposes, whenever and wherever it may 
obtain the necessary political power, to administer the national and State govern- 
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domestic, has gradually usurped the control oT our home legi^lation, has wage I unrercnltng 
war against the most sacred rights of freemen, lias violoted aiitl iot at naught the right of pe 
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tional Government k*ith slaveholders, and the abetters of slaveholders, and lhreaitrns,if not 
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14. Resolved, That the practical operation of the second of the provisions is seen in the 
enactment of the act of Congress respecting persons escaped from tlicir masters, which act, 
if the construction given to it by the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of 
Prigg, vs. Pennsylvania, 1)0 correct, nullifies the habeas corpus acts of all the States, lakes 
away the whole legal security of personal freedom, and ought therefore to be immediately 
repealed. 

15. Resolved, That the peculiar patronage and tupporl hitherto e.xtended io slavery, and 
."ilaveholdtdg, by the Genrral Government, ought to be immediately witlnSrawn, and iho ex- 
ample and influence of national authority ought to be arrayed on the side of liberty ami frcJ 
labor. 

Resolved, That, that party only whicVi adopts in good faith the principles of 
the Declaralian of Independence, and proposes, whenever and wherever it may 
obtain the necessary political power, to administer the national and State govern- 
ments in conformity to those principles, without re-jard to p«<rsons, and therefore 
to direct, openly and honestly, its most decisive and energetic action as;ainst sia 
very, and the oppression which originates in slavery, as the greatest evil and most 
threatening danger of our day and nation, and then lo oppose all measures which 
endanger, and to support all measures which favor human liberty, is the true 
Democratic party of the United States. 

Resolved, That we love the Union, and desire its perpetuity, and rerere the 
Constitution, tin d are determined to mnintain it; but the Union which we love 
must be an union to establish justice, and secure the blessings of lil)erty : and 
the Constitiilion which we support mu?=t be that which our fathers bequeathed to 
us, and not that which the constructions of slavery and scrvilism have substituted 
for it. 

Resolved, That as a national party our purpose and determination is to divorce 
the national government from slavery, 'o prohibit slaveholding in all places of ex- 
clusive national jurisdiction, to abolish tip- domestic slave trade, to harmonize 
the administration of the government, in all its departments, with the principles 
of the declaration ; a"d, in all proper and constitutional modes, to discourage 
and discontinue the system of work withmit wages, but not to inlerfore unconsti- 
tutionally with the local legislation of particular States. 

Resolved, That we are not indiffere:;: to questions of trade or currency, or ex- 
tension of ttn-ritory, or to any other question relating to the ))rospeiily and ad- 
vancement of the country ; but we have no doubt that those who ure willing to 
' subordinate these questions to the great question of personal rights, will bo able, 
wherever they become responsible by the po-isession of power, to adjust these 
matters upon a satisfactory basis: in the meantime, if v/e differ somewliat among 
ourselves as to the questions, we have the consolation of knowing that the mem- 
bers of no other party are entirely agreed upon them. — Resohilions -passed by 

the Cincinnati Convention. 

The great end of human government is the protection of the rights of men, 
tnd the preservation of the public peace and safety; and wliere this end is duly 
\*garded, the advancement of the public prosperity cannot but be secured on the 
\o<t equitable and stable basis. 
Without undertaking, therefore, to foretell preci?-ely every measure of political 
:onomy which a thoroughly abolitionized nationa' administnition would find it 
oper to adopt, we may venture to specify a few things vyhich such an adminis- 
ation would not do. 

It would not busy itself perpetually vi'ith expedients to enhance the price of the 
roducts of slave labor, and to open markets for them in all parts of the known 
/odd, while it studiously avoided doing anything to piocure a market for the free 
iroducls of the grain-growing Northwest. It would not long remain silent or in- 
ictive, in its diplomatic relations, in relation to the iniquitous corn-laws of Great 
Britain, by which the poor in one nation are made victims of the lordly rapacity 
or those who should protect them, and kindred nations are debarred from using 
the natural market for their products. 

It would not shape its measures in conformity v/ith the corrupt principle, that 
wealth is the chief object of legislation, that its jtossession is the proof of merit, 
and that its acquisition is the great end of national policy, to the promotion of 
which the social, intellectual, and moral interests of man may be innocently sac- 
rificed. 

In disposing of the public lands, it would not select the methods best adapted 
to secure an inequality of distribution, f(;r the special benefit of slaveholders, at 
the expense and to the discouragement of the free-laborinj! emigrant and settler. 
It would not seek to tax and restrict the free-laboring States, in order to grant ex- 
clusive privileges and cxemptiviiis to the slaveholding South. 

It would not favor or tolerate unjiist or anti-republican monopolies of any kind, 
: to make the rich richer and the poor poorer, in any department of legislafivee 
ction. — Addr'.ss of the National Liberty Convention of 1841, urilien by Wnt. 
\ Goodell. 



